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Current Duties 
Associate Professor, National Security Affairs, Naval War College Monterey
Adjunct Professor, Non-proliferation and Terrorism Studies, Middlebury Institute of International Studies at Monterey

Associate Fellow, Center for Irregular Warfare and Armed Groups, Newport RI

Associate Fellow, International Centre for Counter Terrorism – The Hague

Education

Ph.D. Political Science, Washington State University, Pullman, WA, December 2014. Dissertation: “The Smiling, Scented Men: The Political Worldview and Strategy of the Islamic State of Iraq, 2003-2013.” 
United States Army Command and General Staff College, 2004, Fort Leavenworth, KS

M.A., Leadership and Counseling, 2000, Long Island University, Long Island, NY

B.S., Civil Engineering, 1991, United States Military Academy, West Point, NY

Honors and Awards

Finalist, Art of Future Warfare “After the War” writing contest, Atlantic Council, 2015.

Second Place, MacArthur Writing Award, 2004, Command and General Staff College.  

Professional Experience

1991-2011: U.S. Army Officer 
Awards: Combat Infantryman Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, Ranger Tab

Research Interests

I have a broad interest in security studies with a specific interest in the psychology of coercion and control of the population by insurgents and counterinsurgents in low to mid- intensity conflicts.  Teaching Areas: Islamic State movement, irregular warfare, conflict police advising, post-conflict security, political psychology.  

Current Research

My current research is on the Islamic State’s strategy and targeting methodology from 2003-2014
Experience in Academia

NPTG8610, Counterterrorism, Fall 2017 to present, Middlebury Institute of International Studies at Monterey
Visiting Fellow, International Center for Counterterrorism (ICCT) – The Hague, Summer 2017
NW3285, Theater Security Decision Making, Fall 2013 to present, Naval War College Monterey
Political Science 424, American Foreign Policy, Summer 2013, Washington State University
Political Science 101, American Government, Spring 2013, Washington State University
University College 304, Seminar in Exploration and Leadership, Aug 2011-May 2013, Washington State University
Chair, Department of Military Science at Washington State University, Jun 2008-Jun 2011

Military Science 401 & 402, Advanced Military Leadership, Aug 2008-Dec 2010, Washington State University

Military Science 400, Military Leadership, Winter Session 2000-2002, United States Military Academy, West Point

Publications and Papers

C. Whiteside (Forthcoming 2018). “Lighting the Path to Jihad,” in Eastern and Western Perspectives on Information Warfare, Ofer Fridman and Vitaly Kabernik (eds.), Roman & Littlefield.

Nicholas Kramer and C. Whiteside (forthcoming 2017). “The Thin Blue Line: Police Advising in Dynamic Environments, Iraq (2003-2014) and Afghanistan (2009-2015),” in Expeditionary Police Advising and Militarization, D. Stoker and E. Westermann (eds). 
Haroro Ingram and C. Whiteside (forthcoming 2017). “Outshouting the Flea: A case study in modern asymmetric strategic communications – ISIS and the West,” in Study in Strategic Communications, M. Genest and A. Dew (eds).
C. Whiteside (forthcoming 2017). “The Islamic State,” in War and Religion: An Encyclopedia of Faith and Conflict, ed. by T. Demy and J. Shaw. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO Books.

C. Whiteside (June 2017). “Pedigree of Terror: The Myth of the Ba’ath Influence in the Islamic State,” Perspectives on Terrorism.

Colin Clarke and C. Whiteside (3 May 2017). “Charting the Future of the Modern Caliphate,” War on the Rocks https://warontherocks.com/2017/05/charting-the-future-of-the-modern-caliphate/ 
C. Whiteside and Rasha al-Aqeedi (10 Mar 2017). “The Enduring Fight against the Islamic State,” Macdonald-Laurier Institute http://www.macdonaldlaurier.ca/the-enduring-fight-against-the-islamic-state-craig-whiteside-and-rasha-al-aqeedi-for-inside-policy/ 

Haroro Ingram and C. Whiteside (Feb 9, 2017). “The Yemen Raid and the Ghost of Anwar al-Awlaki,” The Atlantic https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/02/yemen-raid-trump-awlaki-al-qaeda-isis/516180/?utm_source=atltw#article-comments 

Robin Wright, et al. (Dec 2016). “The Jihadi Threat: ISIS, al Qaeda and Beyond,” United States Institute of Peace http://www.usip.org/publications/2016/12/12/the-jihadi-threat-isis-al-qaeda-and-beyond 
C. Whiteside (12 Dec 2016). “Lighting the Path: The Story of the Islamic State’s Media Enterprise,” War on the Rocks https://warontherocks.com/2016/12/lighting-the-path-the-story-of-the-islamic-states-media-enterprise/ 
C. Whiteside (Nov 2016). “Lighting the Path: the Evolution of the Islamic State Media Enterprise,” International Centre for Counterterrorism – The Hague https://icct.nl/publication/lighting-the-path-the-evolution-of-the-islamic-state-media-enterprise-2003-2016/ 

Will McCants and C. Whiteside (Oct 2016). “The Islamic State’s Coming Rural Revival,” Lawfare blog: https://www.lawfareblog.com/islamic-states-coming-rural-revival 

C. Whiteside (Aug 2016). “New Masters of Revolutionary Warfare: The Islamic State Movement (2002-2016), Perspectives on Terrorism. http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/view/523/html 
C. Whiteside (Aug 2016). “The Islamic State and the Return of Revolutionary Warfare,” Small Wars and Insurgencies. http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09592318.2016.1208287?tab=permissions&scroll=top 
C. Whiteside (Summer 2016). “Unexamined Consequences: Leadership Decapitation and the Rise of ISIL,” On Track, The Conference of Defense Associations Institute (Canada). http://www.cdainstitute.ca/images/on_track/On_Track_Summer_2016/On_Track_21.1.pdf 
C. Whiteside (June 2016). “Don’t Kill the Caliph! The Islamic State and the Pitfalls of Leadership Decapitation, War on the Rocks. http://warontherocks.com/2016/06/dont-kill-the-caliph-the-islamic-state-and-the-pitfalls-of-leadership-decapitation/ 
C. Whiteside (Winter 2016). “Hassan, Hassan and Michael Weiss. ISIS: Inside the Army of Terror,” Naval War College Review, p. 163-4.

C. Whiteside (Feb 2016). “The Moral Hazard of the Fight against the Islamic State in Iraq,” War on the Rocks. https://t.co/d1GUp9f3EB 
Ian Rice and C. Whiteside (Jan 2016). The Return of the Zarqawists: How to deal with the Islamic State movement,” CTX Journal. https://globalecco.org/ctx-vol.-6-no.-1-february-2016 
C. Whiteside (Nov 2015). “Nobody Expects the Islamic State!” War on the Rocks. http://warontherocks.com/2015/10/nobody-expects-the-islamic-state/ 
C. Whiteside (2015). “A Case for Terrorism as Genocide in an era of weakened states,” Dynamics of Asymmetric Conflict, vol. 8:3.  http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/vqDXmVcZKQaB7WqCf4Cy/full#.VpmSrEbNJ4w 
C. Whiteside (2015, Apr 29). “ISIL’s Small Ball Warfare: An Effective Way to Get Back Into a Ballgame,” War on the Rocks: http://warontherocks.com/2015/04/isils-small-ball-warfare-an-effective-way-to-get-back-into-a-ballgame/ 

C. Whiteside (2015, Mar 18). “Mosul: A Bridge Too Far,” War on the Rocks: http://warontherocks.com/2015/03/mosul-a-bridge-too-far/?singlepage=1 

C. Whiteside (2014, Dec 18). “Catch and Release in the Land of Two Rivers,” War on the Rocks: http://warontherocks.com/2014/12/catch-and-release-in-the-land-of-two-rivers/3/
C. Whiteside (2014, Nov). Fallujah Redux: The Anbar Awakening and the Struggle with al Qaeda, Naval Historical Foundation: http://www.navyhistory.org/2014/11/book-review-fallujah-redux-the-anbar-awakening-and-the-struggle-with-al-qaeda/ 

C. Whiteside (2014, Nov 5-6). “War, Interrupted,” War on the Rocks: http://warontherocks.com/2014/11/war-interrupted-part-i-the-roots-of-the-jihadist-resurgence-in-iraq/ and Part II: http://warontherocks.com/2014/11/war-interrupted-part-ii-from-prisoners-to-rulers/ 

C. Whiteside (2014, Sep 4). “Obama Shouldn’t Lose his Cool over the Islamic State,” War on the Rocks: http://warontherocks.com/2014/09/obama-shouldnt-lose-his-cool-over-the-islamic-state/
C. Whiteside (2014, Jul 9). “The New Caliph: Just another Broadway Joe,” War on the Rocks: http://warontherocks.com/2014/07/the-new-caliph-just-another-broadway-joe/ 
C. Whiteside (2013, Feb), “Innovation in Integration – Task Force Ranger and Village Stability Operations in Afghanistan, 2010-11,” Small Wars Journal: http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/innovation-in-integration-task-force-iron-ranger-and-village-stability-operations-in-afghan .  This paper is currently used in the curriculum of the Defense Analysis Program at the Naval Postgraduate School as part of their Special Operations Forces Campaign planning.
C. Whiteside (2004, Sep-Oct), “From One to 360; Assessing Leaders,” Military Review: http://cdm15040.contentdm.oclc.org/cgi-bin/showfile.exe?CISOROOT=/p124201coll1&CISOPTR=178&filename=179.pdf 

Conference Presentations

International Studies Association (ISA) annual convention, Baltimore, Feb 2017, “Non-State Group’s Strategic Decisions about Violence,” chaired by Erica Chenoweth; Discussant, “The Changing Nature of Foreign Fighters,” chaired by Mia Bloom.

Panel member, The Informational Dimension of Hybrid Warfare; Eastern and Western Perspectives, Kings College, London, Jan 2017, “How the Islamic State (IS) Uses Information Warfare.”

Panel member, Middle Eastern Studies Association Conference (MESA), Boston, MA, Nov 2016, “Ba’thism, Islamism, and ISIS,” chaired by Joseph Sassoon.

American Political Science Association Pre-Conference on Political Communications, Sep 2015, San Francisco, CA. 

ISA annual convention, New Orleans, Feb 2015, “A Case for Terrorism as Genocide” as part of the New Directions on Genocide Research panel, chaired by Manus Midlarsky.

ISA annual convention, Toronto, March 2014, “The Rise of Identity over Nationalism: The Expanding Worldview of the Islamic State of Iraq”, chaired by Mia Bloom.
ISA annual convention, San Francisco, April 2013, “A Mixed Methods Approach to Understanding Political Violence,” chaired by Lawrence Rubin.

ISA annual convention, San Diego, April 2012, “Crazy or Cagey?  A Psychological Profile of Hamid Karzai, President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan,” chaired by Margaret Hermann.

ISA annual convention, Montreal, March 2011, “Apocalyptic Opportunism: Cult Formation and Violence in an Unstable Nation-State,” chaired by Bruce Jentleson.  
Academic Presentations
“ISIS” to Tunisian military officers visiting NPS, 26 Apr 2017.

“ISIS and the Wilayet Sinai” to Egyptian military officers visiting the NPS, 8 Mar 2017.
“Lighting the Path: The History of the Islamic State Media Department,” in the UK Parliament, hosted by Henry Jackson Society and Lord Kilclooney, 10 Jan 2017.

“Two trajectories of a future ISIS insurgency in Iraq post-Mosul,” SMA CENTCOM Reachback Cell, Nov 2016.
“Lighting the Path: The evolution of the Islamic State Media,” SMA CENTCOM Speaker Series, Nov 2016.

“Introduction to ISIS,” Executive Leader Program for the Center for Homeland Defense and Security (CHDS), Naval Postgraduate School, 2 Nov 2016.

“The Islamic State and the Return of Revolutionary Warfare,” SMA CENTCOM Speaker Series, Oct 2016.
“Perceptions of ISIL and its Leaders,” Major Terrorist Group Leaders’ Perceptions of US and Western Counterterrorism Resolve, USG Intelligence Agencies, Washington DC, Jun 2016.
“The Islamic State and the Return of Revolutionary Warfare,” TRENDS Research, Stimson Center, Mar 2016.

Discussant, “Jihadi Alliance Building (and Breaking): Osama Bin Laden, Abu Mus'ab al-Zarqawi, and the Strategy to Build the Caliphate in Syria,” talk by Brian Fishman, Stanford Center for International Security and Cooperation (CISAC), May 2016.

“Introduction to ISIS,” Executive Leader Program for the Center for Homeland Defense and Security (CHDS), Naval Postgraduate School, 11 Nov 2015.

Discussant, “ISIS: Remaining and Expanding,” Naval War College Monterey/Department of Defense Analysis Panel, Naval Postgraduate School, 20 Aug 2015. 
Panel Member, “The Contemporary Strategic Environment,” Naval War College Monterey Conference on the “Terror War,” Naval Postgraduate School, 24 April 2015.

Panel Member, “The Islamic State and its Adversaries,” Naval War College Monterey Faculty Workshop, Naval Postgraduate School, 27 February 2015.

“The New Caliphate,” Fleet Seminar Program Workshop, U.S. Naval War College, Aug 2014.

“The New Caliph: Just another Broadway Joe,” Naval War College Faculty Workshop, Naval Postgraduate School, Aug 2014.

“When Images and Identity Collide: Islamic State of Iraq, 2003-2012,” Naval War College Faculty Workshop, Naval Postgraduate School, Jan 2014.

“Government Sanctioned Militias: Poisoning the Patient or Miracle Cure?” The Joseph Kruzel Memorial Foreign and Defense Group, Washington State University, March 2012.  

Panel Member, “Assembling a Toolkit for Global Exchange,” as part of the W.S.U. Common Reading Program, Department of Foreign Languages and Culture, January 2011.
“A Tour of Duty in North Babil Province, Iraq.” The Joseph Kruzel Memorial Foreign and Defense Group, Washington State University, Fall 2009. 

Media Interviews/Featured Articles
“Behind The Revival of the Islamic State in Iraq, Interview with Naval War College Prof Craig Whiteside,” Musings on Iraq blog, Jun 22, 2015: http://musingsoniraq.blogspot.com/2015/06/behind-revival-of-islamic-state-in-iraq.html 
“The Rise and Fall of America's Favorite Iraqi Sheik,” Bloomberg View, E. Lake, Jun 11, 2015: http://www.bloombergview.com/articles/2015-06-11/the-rise-and-fall-of-america-s-favorite-iraqi-sheik 
“The Plan to Train and Equip the Iraqi national guard,” The Hill, M. Pomerleau, Dec 16, 2014:
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/defense/227234-the-plan-to-train-and-equip-the-iraqi-national-guard
“The Islamic State’s Rise and Worldview”: Interview on Cdr Salamander/Midrats Podcast, Dec 20, 2014:
http://cdrsalamander.blogspot.com/2014/12/the-islamic-state-rise-world-view-with.html 

“Silence of the sheikhs puts Washington's Iraq strategy in doubt,” Sydney Morning Herald, Paul McGeough, Dec 19, 2014:
http://www.smh.com.au/world/silence-of-the-sheikhs-puts-washingtons-iraq-strategy-in-doubt-20141219-12ajq4.html 

“Stopping an Awakening before it can start,” Washington Post, David Ignatius, Nov 20, 2014:
www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/david-ignatius-stopping-an-awakening-before-it-can-start/2014/11/20/5939c22a-70fc-11e4-8808-afaa1e3a33ef_story.html 
“The Alliance against Islamic State: regional support will be key,” The Guardian, Ewen MacAskill, Sep 5, 2014:
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/sep/05/isis-alliance-needs-regional-support-countries-iraq-syria 
References

Dr. Martha Cottam, Professor of International Relations, Washington State University, Cottam@wsu.edu 
Lieutenant General Michael X. Garrett, CG ARCENT, USCENTCOM, m2lsgarrett@yahoo.com
Colonel Robert Balcavage, U.S. Army War College, robert.balcavage@us.army.mil 
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