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CIWAG Symposium, June 2023

Welcome,

The Center on Irregular Warfare and Armed Groups (CIWAG), along with the Naval War College 
Foundation thanks you for joining us at our 2023 Maritime Symposium, here in Newport for these 
important discussions.
 
We are joined by an extensive list of professionals, with expertise across a wide span of global maritime 
challenges, and from various institutions. The symposium will be exploring a range of challenges 
confronting the United States and her partners and allies in various maritime regions, as well as seeking  
to develop actional policy recommendations for the U.S. maritime services.

Our goal, as always, is to provide a great venue for an informative conference with robust discussions and 
professional collaboration. We are glad to host the participants for this professional forum here in Newport, 
undergirded by the extensive contributions of the U.S. Naval War College, to many of the larger issues of 
international security, and U.S. led global stability. I also want to highlight the tremendous contribution 
of the Naval War College Foundation, who has graciously supported, not only this venue, but in addition, 
supports so many aspects of the College’s larger educational and engagement missions.
	

Andrea Dew
CIWAG, Co-Director

David A. Brown
CIWAG, Co-Director

David A. Brown,  
Director
Center on Irregular Warfare & Armed Groups 
United States Naval War College
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TUESDAY, JUNE 27   (Conference Attire – Civilian/military – Business Casual)

0730	 Registration and Breakfast  - Wyndham Hotel, Middletown, RI

0830	 Welcoming Remarks
	 Dave Brown, CIWAG Director
	 RADM Peter Garvin, 58th President of NWC
	 George Lang, Chief Executive Officer, NWC Foundation

0850	 Introduction: Setting the Stage
	 Dave Brown, CIWAG Director
	 Geoffrey Till, John B. Hattendorf Center for Maritime .Historical Research
	 Curtis Bell, Course Director, Maritime Security & Governance Staff Course

0915	 Keynote Speaker – .Timothy Szymanski, VADM USN (Ret), former Deputy  
	 Commander USSOCOM

1000 	 Break

1015	 Panel 1: Russian Activities in the Northern Seas
	 Moderator: David Stone, NWC Professor & Russian Historian 
	 Panelist 1:	 Lars Saunes, NWC Professor & former Chief of Norwegian Navy
	 Panelist 2:	 Peter Zwack, BG, USA (Ret), & Wilson Center Global Fellow
	 Panelist 3:	 Liz Wishnick, Senior Research Scientist, CNA (China/Russia)

1200	� Working Lunch (Move to Upstairs Ballroom) Fireside Chat
	 CAPT Dave Markle, Deputy Commander Naval Special Warfare
	 Timothy Szymanski, VADM USN (Ret), former Deputy Commander USSOCOM

1300	 Break 
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1315	 Panel 2: Arctic 
	 Moderator:  Lawson Brigham, CAPT USCG (Ret)
	 Panelist 1:	 Dmitry Gorenburg, CNA, Analyst Arctic/Russia
	 Panelist 2:	 Walter Berbrick, former NWC Professor
	 Panelist 3:	 Matthew Bell, RADM USCG (Ret), Ted Stevens Center, Arctic Studies 		
	 Panelist 4:	 David Auerswald, Professor, U.S. National War College

1515	 Break 

1530	 Closing Remarks  

1630	 Cocktail Hour on the Patio - Wyndham Newport Hotel

1800	 Transportation to Dinner Begins

1830	 Invitational Dinner - Clarke Cook House, .24 Bannister’s Wharf, Newport, RI 
	 (Dinner Attire: Business Casual, no Tie Required)  

2030	 Transportation to Hotel

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28   (Conference Attire – Civilian/military – Business Casual)

0730	 Breakfast and Refreshments  

0830	 Review from Previous Day: Setting the Stage for Policy Development
	 Dave Brown, CIWAG Director
	 Geoffrey Till, John B. Hattendorf Center for Maritime .Historical Research\
	 Curtis Bell, Director, Maritime Security & Governance Staff Course
 
0900	 Keynote Speaker – .RDML Sean Regan, Deputy Director J3, NORTHCOM

0945	 Break 
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        u.s. naval war college leadership

1000	 Panel 3: Indo-Pacific
	 Moderator: Jim Holmes, NWC Professor, Wiley Chair of Maritime Strategy
	 Panelist 1: 	 Scott Edwards, CNA, Yokosuka Council on Asian Pacific Studies 
	 Panelist 2: 	 Andrew Park, Senior Analyst, Center for Maritime Strategy
	 Panelist 3: 	 Steve Sacks, USMCR member, former member of the USMC China Research Group

1145 	 Working Lunch (Move to Upstairs Ballroom) Fireside Chat
	 Chris Burns, BG USA (Ret), Senior Advisor, Irregular Warfare Center
	 Matthew Bell, USCG RADM (Ret), Ted Stevens Center for Arctic .Security Studies 
	
1245	 Break

1300 	 Panel 4 – Policy Implications
	 Moderator: 	Dave Brown, CIWAG Director
	 Panelist 1:	 Curtis Bell, Director, Maritime Security & .Governance Staff Course
	 Panelist 2:	 Jada Fraser, Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service 
	 Panelist 3: 	 CAPT John Driscoll, USCG, Chief, Office of Cutter Forces

1430	 Break 

1445	 Wrap up: Policy Recommendations 
	 Dave Brown, CIWAG Director
	 Douglas Jackson, CNA, Research Scientist and Expert in Strategic Competition

1530	 Closing Remarks – Review/Recommendations for Future Discussions 
	 Dave Brown, CIWAG Director
	 Geoffrey Till, John B. Hattendorf Center for Maritime .Historical Research
	 Curtis Bell, Course Director, Maritime Security & Governance Staff Course
	 George Lang, Chief Executive Officer, NWC Foundation
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Rear Adm. Pete Garvin is the 58th President of the Naval War College. 
As a flag officer, Garvin served as the 22nd commander of Navy 
Recruiting Command and most recently, as commander, Patrol and 
Reconnaissance Group and Patrol and Reconnaissance Group Pacific 
in Norfolk. His numerous commands and staff assignments include 
flag commanding officer of the “Fighting Tigers” of VP-8; commander 
of Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing (CPRW) 10; executive officer for 
the director, Operational Plans and Joint Force Development Directorate 
(J-7); federal executive fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations 
(CFR); deputy director, unmanned warfare systems (N99) Office of the 
CNO staff; and executive assistant to the vice chairman, Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. RADM Garvin graduated with merit from the U.S. Naval 
Academy, is a 2005 graduate of the National War College, and a 2015 
alumnus of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Seminar XXI. 

        u.s. naval war college leadership

Stephen Mariano, Ph.D., Provost at the U.S. Naval War College,  
most recently served as the deputy commandant and dean of the NATO 
Defense College in Rome, Italy. He also served on the faculties of the 
School of International Service at American University, National 
Defense University, the Royal Military College of Canada and the 
U.S. Military Academy. He holds a B.A. in mathematics and economics 
from the University of California, Santa Barbara, an M.A. in national 
security affairs from the Naval Postgraduate School, and a Ph.D. in 
war studies from the Royal Military College of Canada.
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David Brown, COL USA (Ret), is the Executive Director of the 
Advanced Naval Strategist Program (ASP), and Director of the Center 
on Irregular Warfare & Armed Groups (CIWAG). A former military 
strategist, Col. Brown served 30 years in combat units and has a back-
ground in nuclear weapons, combat experience in DESERT STORM 
and IRAQI FREEDOM, and operational planning experience at Battal-
ion, Brigade, Division and Theater levels, with operations in Bosnia, 
Kosovo, and in Iraq as senior military advisor for an Iraqi Division in 
Mosul. Prof Brown taught for seven years in the college’s Strategy and 
Policy department, and has taught in the Maritime Advanced Warfight-
ing School (MAWS) for joint war planners.

symposium hosts

George E. Lang Jr., CAPT USN (Ret), is Chief Executive Officer of 
the Naval War College Foundation.  He served a 32-year career in the 
Navy, successfully serving in challenging leadership positions through- 
out the fleet, commanding USS Carr (FFG 52), and completing overseas 
deployments to the Gulf of Guinea, Mediterranean Sea, and Arabian 
Gulf. Following his command, he served for six years on the staff of 
Commander, Carrier Strike Group Twelve, Enterprise, and Theodore 
Roosevelt Carrier Strike Groups, as Assistant Chief of Staff for 
Operations and Plans (N3/N5), and as Chief of Staff.  In addition, 
George served as Deputy Superintendent and Chief of Staff of the 
U.S. Naval Academy, Vice President and Chief of Staff of the Naval 
War College in Newport, R.I., and Current Operations Officer on the 
staff of Commander, 2nd Fleet/Striking Fleet Atlantic. George holds 
a MA degree from Webster University and is a graduate of the Army 
Command and General Staff College, as well as the Joint Forces 
Staff College. 
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symposium hosts

Curtis Bell is an Associate Professor of Maritime Security and Governance 
and the Director of the Maritime Security and Governance Staff Course 
at the U.S. Naval War College in Newport, RI. Professor Bell is also the 
founder of Stable Seas (www.stableseas.org), a transnational,non-gov-
ernmental organization that produces innovative maritime security research 
and collaborates with global partners to improve maritime governance. 
He has worked on five continents and has presented to audiences 
including the African Union, International Maritime Organization, and 
United Nations. His work has been featured in The New York Times, The 
Washington Post, The Economist, several leading academic journals, 
and one United Nations Security Council resolution. Over the course of 
his career, he has made significant scholarly contributions on topics as 
diverse as military coups, leader survival in dictatorships, quantitative 
forecasting and early warning systems, environmental security, maritime 
security, civil-military relations in democracies, and political stability in 
oil-rich states.

Geoffrey Till is Emeritus Professor of Maritime Studies at King’s 
College London. Once Dean of Academic Studies at the UK Joint 
Services Command and Staff College, he is author of nearly 300 
books, chapters and articles. Since 2009 he has been a Visiting 
Professor, Senior Research Fellow and Advisor at the Rajaratnam 
School of International Studies, Singapore. He now holds the Dudley 
W. Knox Chair for Naval History and Strategy at the US Naval War 
College, Newport, Rhode Island. His Understanding Victory: Naval 
Operations from Trafalgar to the Falklands was published by ABC-
Clio in 2014 and he has recently completed a fourth edition of his 
Seapower: A Guide for the 21st Century (2018) and an edited version 
of Bo Hu’s Chinese Maritime Power in the 21st Century (2019). His 
How to Grow a Navy: The Development of Maritime Power was 
published by Routledge in 2022.
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keynote speakers | vips

Timothy Szymanski, VADM USN (Ret), served as deputy commander 
of United States Special Operations Command (USSOCM), and is the 
former commander of U.S. Naval Special Warfare Command. He also 
served as assistant commanding general to Joint Special Operations 
Command (JSOC). A graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, he also  
completed a Master of Joint Campaign Planning and Strategy at the 
Joint Advanced Warfghting School. VADM Szymanski’s previous  
operational assignments include squadron commander, operations officer, 
and deputy commanding officer at Naval Special Warfare Development 
Group. He commanded Special Boat Unit 26, SEAL Team 2, and also 
served as deputy commanding general, for sustainment, to Special  
Operations Joint Task Force-Afghanistan. VADM Szymanski also served 
on the Joint Staff, in the J3 directorate for Special Operations, as the 
Global War on Terror (GWOT) branch chief, and as chief of staff of the 
Pakistan-Afghanistan Coordination Cell. 
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The Honorable Kenneth J. Braithwaite served as the 77th Secretary 
of the Navy, (2020-2021) and as the 31st U.S. Ambassador to the 
Kingdom of Norway. Secretary Braithwaite graduated from the U.S. 
Naval Academy, and holds a MA from the University of Pennsylvania, 
Fels School of Government. He also had a distinguished naval career 
as both a public affairs officer, and a naval aviator, and where he flew 
anti-submarine missions tracking adversary submarines throughout 
the greater Pacific and Arctic regions. Additional assignments included 
Commander Carrier Group 2, and Commander, Strike Force 6th Fleet. 
His private sector career also included executive leadership roles in 
the health care and petroleum industries, and he served on the staff 
of U.S. Senator Arlen Specter (R-PA). As Secretary of the Navy, he 
helped produce the Tri-Service Maritime Strategy, “Advantage at Sea,” 
bolstered the Navy’s preparation for the emerging Arctic theater, and 
established the Atlantic and First Fleet. Secretary Braithwaite was 
appointed by the President to serve as Ambassador to Norway in 2018. 
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Lars Saunes, RADM (Ret), was born in Alesund Norway. He retired 
from the Navy from the position as Chief of Royal Norwegian Navy 
August 2017 and is now CNO Distinguished international fellow 
at the USNWC. He is a Submariner by trade and has held different 
command position on Kobben and Ula class submarines. He has been 
the commander of the Norwegian task group, Chief Naval operations 
at joint HQ, Commander submarine operating authority, Commandant 
and commander of the Norwegian Coast guard as well as Chief of the 
Royal Norwegian Navy. He has served as the head naval section of the 
Norwegian defense high command/join and the Norwegian defense 
research Institute.

RDML Sean Regan, USCG is the Deputy J3 at U.S. Northern Com-
mand, (USNORTHCOM), and until recently acting NORTHCOM J7. 
A graduate of Mass Maritime Academy, USMC Command and Staff 
College, and the U.S. Naval War College, RDML Regan has served in 
a wide variety of operational assignments from marine accident investiga-
tions, merchant vessel inspections, hazardous material cargo management, 
and waterways management in major seaports. He was Deputy Sector 
Commander, Southeast New England, and the first Executive Officer  
of the Coast Guard’s anti-terrorism team on the east coast, as well as 
Commanding Officer of Maritime Safety and Security Team (MSST), 
New Orleans - conducting homeland security missions including critical 
support in the wake of the hurricane KATRINA, and across 12 states 
and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. He has also served as Director, Maritime 
Security Policy and Director, Arctic Region Policy on the National 
Security Staff (NSS), on issues such as piracy, Arctic oil drilling, mass 
migration, the Fukashima nuclear release, and other maritime security 
policies. In addition, he has served as operations officer and the Chief 
of Staff, for a 3-Star operational command, coordinating operational 
and policy over five subordinate District Commands, and 49 operational 
Coast Guard units. 
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Chris Burns, Brig. Gen. USA (Ret), served in numerous assignments 
within special operations throughout his 30-year career including 
working at operational detachment, company, battalion, and brigade 
level, as well as numerous theater special operations commands, Joint 
Special Operations Task Force, U.S. Special Operations Command, 
and the Joint Staff. He previously deployed in staff and command 
positions in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Brig. Gen. Burns 
most recently served as the Assistant Commanding General, Special 
Operations Command Central, from August 2014 to July 2016. He 
previously served as the Assistant to Vice Commander, U.S. Special 
Operations Command from January 2014 to August 2014. Brig. Gen. 
Burns completed 36 years of services culminating as the Commander, 
Special Operations Command North, Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado. 
Master’s degree in Strategic Studies U.S. Army War College, Master’s 
degree in Business Administration, Western Connecticut University, 
Bachelor’s degree in Economics/Political, the University of Connecticut.

Matthew T. Bell Jr., RADM USCG (Ret), joined the Ted Stevens 
Center as Dean in April 2022. He is responsible for the executive 
education program designed with the end goals of protecting the 
U.S. homeland, maintaining a favorable balance of power in the 
region, and promoting a shared approach to regional security and 
respect for the existing rules-based order. His 36 year Coast Guard 
career includes operational tours in Alaska, including two command 
afloat assignments in Kodiak and most recently as the Commander, 
17th Coast Guard District where he was responsible for operations 
throughout Alaska, the North Pacific Ocean, Bering Sea and Arctic 
Ocean. He entered the Coast Guard in 1985 through Recruit Training 
Center Cape May and received his commission in 1986 upon graduation 
from OCS. He holds a Master of Science in Chemistry awarded by 
NAU in 1993 and is a graduate of Harvard University, National  
Preparedness Leadership Initiative.
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CAPT Dave Markle, Deputy Commander Naval Special Warfare, 
graduated from Cornell University in 1996 with a Bachelor’s degree 
in Computer Science and an NROTC commission. His first assignment 
was as a student in Basic Underwater Demolition / SEAL training 
Class 209. He has served tours at SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team TWO, 
SEAL Team EIGHT, SEAL Team TWO, and SEAL Team TEN with 
deployments to Europe, South America, Africa, the Middle East, 
and Central Asia. Captain Markle served as the Commanding Officer 
of SEAL Team TEN and recently completed a tour as Commodore 
of Naval Special Warfare Group TEN. He is currently serving as the 
Deputy Commander of the Naval Special Warfare Command. His staff 
assignments have included Naval Special Warfare Unit FOUR, JSOC, 
Naval Special Warfare Development Group and OPNAV. He earned a 
Master’s in Public Policy from the Harvard Kennedy School. Captain 
Markle and his wife Kristin have two sons - Jonathan, and Andrew.

Peter Zwak, Brig. Gen. USA (Ret), served as the United States Senior 
Defense Official and Attache to the Russian Federation. His personal 
interactions with Russian defense, security, academia, policy, veterans, 
and private citizens has encompassed the recent strife in Crimea and 
Eastern Ukraine. BG Zwack served 34 years as a Military Intelligence 
and Eurasian Foreign Area Officer serving in West Germany, South 
Korea, Kosovo, Afghanistan, and Russia. He has also served as the 
Senior Russia-Eurasia Fellow at the Institute of National Strategic 
Studies, National Defense University, and as an Adjunct Fellow at the 
Pell Center, Salve Regina University. the Joint Chief’s of Staff “Action 
Officer of the Year” in 1999 and proudly wears the Ranger Tab and 
Airborne Wings. Retired in 2015, he served as the Senior Russia-Eurasia 
Fellow at the Institute of National Strategic Studies, National Defense 
University and is also an Adjunct Fellow at the Pell Center, Salve 
Regina University in Newport, Rhode Island. As such, he regularly 
consults, writes and lectures.
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David Auerswald is Professor of Security Studies at the U.S. National 
War College, where he has held numerous positions as Acting Dean of 
Faculty, Associate Dean of Academic Programs, and as Course Director for 
major portions of National’s curriculum. Dr. Auerswald has published five 
books, and dozens of articles and book chapters on a variety of national 
security and foreign policy topics. His most recent work has focused on 
the geopolitics of the Arctic, as well as civil-military relations. Dr. Auerswald 
holds advanced degrees from the University of California, San Diego, and 
has also worked as a congressional staff member on several occasions.

Lawson W. Brigham is a Global Fellow in the Wilson Center’s Polar  
Institute. He is a researcher at the University of Alaska Fairbanks and  
a Fellow at the U.S. Coast Guard Academy’s Center for Arctic Study &  
Policy. Captain Brigham was a career Coast Guard officer and commanded 
four cutters including the icebreaker Polar Sea on Arctic & Antarctic expe-
ditions. During 2004-09 he was chair of the Arctic Council’s Arctic Marine 
Shipping Assessment. He holds a PhD from Cambridge University, is a 
member of both the National Academies Polar Research Board and the 
Council on Foreign Relations. Dr. Brigham is a distinguished graduate of  
the Naval War College He is an elected member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations and the Norwegian Scientific Academy for Polar Research. He 
authored CIWAG’s Maritime Case Study titled The Russian Maritime 
Arctic: Region of Great Change in the 21st Century.

Walter Berbrick is a former professor at the Naval War College. After 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks, Walter followed in his grandfather’s footsteps 
and enlisted in the Navy. He then earned a commission as an intel officer 
focused on countering violent extremism. As a professor at the U.S. Naval 
War College, Walter worked the last 15 years educating and leaders across 
our government, and served as the Director of the college’s Arctic Regional 
Studies Group.  He has also served in national security roles at the State 
Department and Pentagon. Walter has also served as community vol-
unteer leader with the American Red Cross, in Rhode Island to assist in 
preparation for, and recover from emergencies and disasters. Dr. Berbrick 
holds a doctorate in law and policy from Northeastern University. 
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Jada Fraser is an MA student in Asian Studies in the Edmund A. 
Walsh School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University and  
Editor-in-Chief of the Georgetown Journal of Asian Affairs. Jada 
is currently working as a Fellow at USINDOPACOM focusing on 
U.S.-China strategic competition. She is a member of the Young  
Leaders Program and a U.S.-Japan Next Generation Fellow with  
Pacific Forum. She has worked as a policy research fellow at the  
Edwin O. Reischauer Center for East Asian Studies at the Johns  
Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies and as a research 
assistant for the Japan Chair at the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies. Her work has been published by Asia Policy, Nikkei 
Asia, the Lowy Institute, and the Australian Strategic Policy Institute.

CAPT John Driscoll currently serves as Chief, Office of Cutter Forces, 
Coast Guard Headquarters, where he is responsible for establishing  
cutter acquisition requirements, and setting policies and doctrine for 
navigation, training, and operation of the Coast Guard’s fleet of 251  
cutters. At sea, he commanded four ships, as well as Patrol Forces South-
west Asia, Bahrain. As Commanding Officer in USCGC BERTHOLF 
(WMSL) he deployed to the Western Pacific in 2019, including frequent 
interaction with PLA(N) and China Coast Guard vessels. He has enforced 
U.S. drug, migration, and fisheries laws, as well as executed UN Security 
Council Resolutions against Bosnia, Iraq, Lybia, and North Korea. 

Scott Edwards is a research fellow at the Yokosuka Council on Asia 
Pacific Studies. His empirical research interests center on processes of 
region-building in Southeast Asia, with a particular focus on regional 
efforts combatting novel security issues. This has primarily been 
applied to Southeast Asia’s maritime security governance, but has 
since broadened out to consider the Indo-Pacific. Scott received his 
PhD at the University of Birmingham in 2019 (supervised by Nicholas 
Wheeler), and was formerly a postdoctoral research associate at the 
University of Bristol, where he worked on maritime crime and responses 
to it in the Indo-Pacific, and University of Leeds.
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Dr. Dmitry Gorenburg is Senior Research Scientist in the Russia 
Studies Program at Center for Naval Analysis, (CAN). Dr. Gorenburg 
is an associate at the Harvard University Davis Center for Russian and 
Eurasian Studies, and previously served as Executive Director of the 
Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies (ASEEES). 
His research interests include the Russian military, Russian foreign 
policy, and security issues in the former Soviet Union. Dr. Gorenburg 
is author of Nationalism for the Masses: Minority Ethnic Mobilization 
in the Russian Federation, and has been published in journals such as 
World Politics and Post-Soviet Affairs. He is the editor of Problems of 
Post-Communism, and former editor of Russian Politics and Law. Dr. 
Gorenburg holds a BA from Princeton University, and a Ph.D. from 
Harvard University. 

1/23/2018 Holmes 180119-N-FC129-147.jpg

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/16124ab4cc960891?projector=1&messagePartId=0.1 1/1

James Holmes is a professor of strategy, the inaugural holder of the  
J. C. Wylie Chair of Maritime Strategy, and a two-time visiting pro- 
fessor of national security affairs at the Naval War College. He is a  
recipient of the Navy Meritorious Civilian Service Medal honoring  
his research and writing. He previously served on the faculty of 
the University of Georgia School of Public and International Affairs, 
where he remains a nonresident fellow. He is a nonresident fellow at 
the Brute Krulak Center for Innovation & Future Warfare, Marine Corps 
University. A former U.S. Navy surface-warfare officer, he served as a 
weapons and engineering officer in the battleship Wisconsin, engineering 
course director at the Surface Warfare Officers School Command, and 
military professor of strategy at the Naval War College. 
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Doug Jackson is an analyst and project director within the Strategy, 
Policy, Plans and Programs division of CNA. His work has focused  
on maritime security cooperation, including a strategic evaluation of 
maritime security cooperation in Southeast Asia for the Office of the 
Undersecretary of Defense for Policy (OSD-P) in 2019, and several 
studies supporting the Maritime Security Initiative. Doug earned an 
M.A. in South Asian area studies from SOAS (University of London), 
and a B.A. in history from Connecticut College.
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Steve Sacks is a risk and security consultant and reserve USMC 
intel officer. Prior to leaving active duty in 2022, Steve served in 
the Pentagon as the lead for the U.S. Marine Corps’ China Research 
Group, as well as the lead for CI/HUMINT plans, policies and strategies 
in the office of the Director of Intelligence (DIA). Prior to the Pentagon, 
Steve led the USMC strategic CI/HUMINT team prior to that served 
in multiple positions at Camp Lejeune, NC to include the intelligence 
operations officer for a crisis response unit covering the U.S. Africa 
Command region. Steve is a graduate of Georgetown University’s 
Security Studies Program and completed undergraduate studies at 
Cornell University. 

Andrew Injoo Park is a Senior Analyst for the Navy League’s Center  
for Maritime Strategy, specializing in Indo-Pacific research. He holds 
additional positions as a non-resident James A. Kelly Fellow at the  
Pacific Forum, and is an Associate Research Analyst at CNA, and an  
officer in the U.S. Naval Reserves. Andrew has contributed to various 
projects, including collaborations with the National Committee on Amer-
ican Foreign Policy, the Center for Strategic and International Studies, 
and the Atlantic Council. His career includes prior roles at The Asia 
Group, Lockheed Martin, and the Council on Foreign Relations, along 
with translation services for the US-ROK Combined Forces Command 
Korea. He holds degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Madison,  
and Georgetown University’s Walsh School of Foreign Service. 
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Elizabeth Wishnick is an expert on Sino-Russian relations, Chinese 
foreign policy and Arctic strategy, at CNA, and has professional  
proficiency in both Chinese and Russian. Her work includes research 
and analysis of Xi Jinping’s Risk-Taking, Sino-Russian Military 
Cooperation, Chinese and Russian Disinformation, and China’s Arctic 
policy. Dr. Wishnick is also a Senior Research Scholar at Columbia’s 
Weatherhead East Asian Institute, and the author of China’s Risk  
China’s Risk: Oil, Water, Food and Regional Security, (forthcoming),  
and Mending Fences: Moscow’s China Policy from Brezhnev to 
Yeltsin, three monographs for the US Army War College, and more 
than sixty academic and policy articles, as well as contributing to the 
policy blog www.chinasresourcerisks.com. She holds advanced degrees 
from  both Columbia and Yale Universities, in both Political Science, 
and Russian and East European Studies. 

David Stone is a professor of Strategy and Policy, and the William E.
Odom Professor of Russian Studies. He holds a PhD in history from
Yale. His book “Hammer and Rifle: The Militarization of the Soviet
Union” (2000) won the Shulman Prize of ASEEES and the Best First
Book Prize of the Historical Society. He has also published “A Mili-
tary History of Russia” (2006) and “The Russian Army in the Great
War: The Eastern Front, 1914-1917” (2015). He edited “The Soviet
Union at War, 1941-1945” (2010). He is the author of several dozen
articles on Russian military history and foreign policy.
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