
T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  N A V A L  W A R  C O L L E G E

GRADUAT ION

PROGRAM

June 11, 2021

Senior-Level Course (9:00 a.m.)

Intermediate-Level Course (12:00 noon)

N e w p o r t ,  R h o d e  I s l a n d



* speaking at SLC ceremony
† speaking at ILC ceremony

     VIRTUAL GRADUATION PROGRAM 
     FOR SLC AND ILC

Ceremonial Music .................................................... Navy Band Northeast 

National Anthem ......Musician Second Class Rachel Vennel, U.S. Navy
Vocalist, Navy Band Northeast 

 

Invocation ....................... Commander John C. Van Dyke, CHC, U.S. Navy*
College of Naval Warfare

Lieutenant Commander Andrew M. Francis, CHC, U.S. Navy†
College of Naval Command and Staff

Commencement Address .........................Professor Joseph J. McGraw*
Joint Military Operations Department

Dr. Anand Toprani†
Strategy and Policy Department 

Student Awards 

Presentation of Graduates
 

Charge to Graduates ......... Rear Admiral Shoshana S. Chatfield, U.S. Navy
President, U.S. Naval War College

Welcome to the Alumni Community .................. Professor Julia Gage   
Director, Alumni Programs 

Service Songs ............................................................ Navy Band Northeast

Benediction ......................Commander John C. Van Dyke, CHC, U.S. Navy*
College of Naval Warfare

Lieutenant Commander Andrew M. Francis, CHC, U.S. Navy†
College of Naval Command and Staff



 REAR ADMIRAL SHOSHANA S. CHATFIELD 
PRESIDENT, U.S. NAVAL WAR COLLEGE 

Rear Admiral Shoshana S. Chatfield is the fifty-seventh 
President of the U.S. Naval War College and a career naval 
helicopter pilot. A native of Garden Grove, California, she 
graduated from Boston University in 1987 with a Bachelor 
of Arts in International Relations and French Language 
and Literature. She received her commission through 
the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps in 1988 and 
earned her wings of gold in 1989. Chatfield was awarded 
the Navy’s Political/Military Scholarship and attended the 

Kennedy School of Government, receiving a Master of Public Administration from 
Harvard University in 1997. In 2009, the University of San Diego conferred upon her a 
doctorate of education in leadership studies.  
 Operationally, she flew the SH-3, CH-46D and MH-60S and deployed in helicopter 
detachments to the Western Pacific and Arabian Gulf supporting carrier strike group 
and amphibious ready group operations.
 Ashore, she participated in the Joint Staff/OSD Internship Program, augmenting 
the Joint Staff, Plans and Policy (J-5) Directorate, Central & Eastern European Branch 
and served as assistant professor of political science at the United States Air Force 
Academy from 2001–2004. 
 Chatfield commanded at the squadron and type wing level and additionally 
commanded a joint provincial reconstruction team in Farah Province, Afghanistan. 
Most recently, Chatfield commanded Joint Region Marianas from January 2017 to 
August 2019.



PROFESSOR JOSEPH J. MCGRAW 
JOINT MILITARY OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT

Joe McGraw joined the Joint Military Operations 
Department in August 2014 following command of 
a U.S. Army Special Forces battalion. He retired from 
active service in 2017 and joined the JMO faculty as an 
Associate Professor. Prior tours include Commander, 
Special Operations Task Force–West—Afghanistan; 
Executive Officer, 1st Special Forces Group (Airborne); 
Deputy Commander, Joint Special Operations Task 
Force–Philippines; Director, Advanced Special 

Operations Techniques Course—United States John F. Kennedy Special Warfare 
Center and School; and Commander, Advanced Operating Base 1220—Diyala, Iraq.  
He is the co-author of the book The Sovereignty Solution and co-teaches several 
electives at NWC.  

DR. ANAND TOPRANI 
STRATEGY AND POLICY DEPARTMENT

Anand Toprani is an Associate Professor of Strategy 
and Policy specializing in diplomatic and military 
history, energy geopolitics, and political economy. 
He is a graduate of Cornell, Oxford, and Georgetown 
universities, and has held fellowships at Yale and 
Harvard. He is the author of Oil and the Great Powers: 
Britain and Germany, 1914–1945, which received the 
2020 Richard W. Leopold Prize from the Organization 
of American Historians. He previously served as an 

historian at the U.S. Department of State, an intelligence officer at U.S. Central 
Command, and a visiting professor at Brown University. He is also a Term Member 
of the Council on Foreign Relations and will be a Security Fellow at the Truman 
National Security Project. 



DR. JAMES E. HICKEY 
INTERIM PROVOST, U.S. NAVAL WAR COLLEGE 

Dr. James E. “Jay” Hickey, Interim Provost, is a 1980 
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy. He earned graduate 
degrees from Troy University and King’s College London, 
and graduated from the Naval War College’s non-resident 
program with distinction in 1992. He holds a Ph.D. 
in Humanities from Salve Regina University, where 
he focused on ethics and the use of precision-guided 
munitions. He is the author of Precision-Guided Munitions 
and Human Suffering in War (Ashgate; 2012). A career 

Naval Flight Officer in the A-6E Intruder, he served a number of operational and staff 
tours including overseas duty in Bahrain and the United Kingdom. Prior to joining the 
Strategy and Policy Department as a military faculty member in 2000, he taught for 
three years at the UK’s Joint Services Command and Staff College then located at RAF 
Bracknell west of London. He joined the College of Distance Education (CDE) faculty 
in early 2005 to help launch the Navy Knowledge Online–based series of Professional 
Military Education courses for junior officers and the enlisted force, which today have 
over 330,000 students enrolled. From 2007 until 2010 he served as the non-resident 
Graduate Degree Program Manager before serving as the Director of CDE from July 
2010 until July 2015. He then served as Associate Provost until being appointed as the 
Interim Provost in July 2020. 



  DR. PHIL HAUN 
DEAN OF ACADEMICS, U.S. NAVAL WAR COLLEGE 

Phil Haun is a Professor and Chief Academic Officer. 
He previously served in the U.S. Air Force as an A-10 
pilot with combat tours in Iraq, Bosnia, Kosovo, and 
Afghanistan. His last assignment was as Commander 
of AFROTC at Yale University. Phil’s military education 
includes National Security Fellow at the JFK School of 
Government, School of Advanced Air and Space Studies, 
Air Command and Staff College, and USAF Weapons 
School. His areas of scholarly and professional expertise 

are coercion, deterrence, air power theory, strategy, international relations, and 
security studies. Phil holds a Ph.D. in Political Science/International Relations from 
MIT, a master’s degree in Economics from Vanderbilt, and a bachelor’s degree in 
Engineering Studies from Harvard. He taught Economics at the Air Force Academy, 
Strategy & Policy at the U.S. Naval War College, and Military History and Grand 
Strategy at Yale University. For the past decade he has been a research affiliate with 
MIT’s Security Studies Program. His books include Air Power in the Age of Primacy: 
Air Warfare since the Cold War (Cambridge UP, forthcoming 2021), Lectures of the Air 
Corps Tactical School and American Strategic Bombing in World War II (UP Kentucky, 
2019), Coercion, Survival, and War: Why Weak States Resist the United States (Stanford 
UP, 2015), and A-10s over Kosovo (Air University Press, 2003). His latest article with 
the Journal of Military History is “Foundation Bias: The Impact of the Air Corps 
Tactical School on United States Air Force Doctrine.” 



“[The War College] is a place of original research 

on all questions relating to war and to statesman-

ship connected with war, or the prevention of 

war.”    

                                           —Admiral Stephen B. Luce



STUDENT BODY



NAVAL COMMAND COLLEGE

Commander Paul M. Johanson, Royal Australian Navy
Captain Mohammad Sohel Azam, Bangladesh Navy
Captain Emerson A. Serafim, Marinho do Brasil
Captain Georgi Kirilov Savov, Bulgarian Naval Forces
Commander Francisco José Castañeda Angulo, Armada República de Colombia
Captain Francisco T. Sánchez Tapia, Navy of the Dominican Republic
Commander Danilo Bolaños, Ecuadorian Navy
Captain Sameh Talaat Awad Siliem, Egyptian Navy
Commander Louis Le Proux de La Rivière, Marine Nationale
Commander Nino Kalandarishvili, Georgian Coast Guard
Captain Ivo Schneider, Deutsche Marine
Captain Samuel Ayelazono, Ghana Navy
Captain Spyridon Pollatos, Hellenic Navy
Captain Sachin Dhir, Indian Navy†
Colonel Robert Marpaung, Indonesian Navy
Commander Matti Benari, Israel Navy
Colonel Markland Lloyd, Jamaica Defence Force
Captain Masaomi Tanaka, Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force
Colonel Jafar Mamdouh Altahat, Royal Jordanian Armed Forces
Lieutenant Colonel Michael Atodonyang, Kenya Defence Forces (KN)
Commander Doyeop Lee, Republic of Korea Navy
Colonel Mohamad S. Kossaibati, Lebanese Navy
Captain José Antonio Mejía Flores, Armada de México
Captain Chukwuma Azuike, Nigerian Navy
Commander Geir Arne Hestvik, Royal Norwegian Navy
Captain Hammad Ahmed Quraishi, Pakistan Navy
Commander Dominic B. Benauro, Philippine Navy
Captain Piotr Sikora, Polish Navy
Captain Marian Ciobotaru, Romanian Naval Forces
Commander Naif Ibrahim Alaydi, Royal Saudi Naval Forces
Commander Jean Pierre Lamane Tine, Senegalese Navy
Captain Julio Albaladejo López, Armada Española
Commander Kittitat Boonwathanakul, Royal Thai Navy
Commander Sinene Bouabid, Tunisian Navy
Captain Oleksii Nesterov, Naval Forces of Ukraine
Captain Khalid ali Ibrahim Alnuaimi, Naval Forces of United Arab Emirates
Commander Matthew E. Fooks-Bale, Royal Navy
Colonel Matthew R. Altman, U.S. Air Force*

HONORS
Distinction *
Highest Distinction †



Commander William J. Jacobs, U.S. Coast Guard
Lieutenant Colonel Marc R. Welde, U.S. Army

COLLEGE OF NAVAL WARFARE

Mr. Christopher W. Abrams, U.S. Agency for International Development  
Captain Mark Raymond Alexander, U.S. Navy  
Colonel Michael J. Alexander, U.S. Air Force*  
Colonel Joshua Douglas Anderson, U.S. Marine Corps  
Ms. Anne Elizabeth Baker, Department of State  
Lieutenant Colonel Mabel L. Balduf, U.S. Marine Corps Reserve  
Commander David Beam, U.S. Navy  
Mr. Nicholas M. Best, National Nuclear Security Administration  
Colonel Brian Elliott Bettis, U.S. Army  
Colonel C. Matthew Brannen, U.S. Marine Corps*  
Lieutenant Colonel Aaron D. Bright, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Colonel Geoffrey Thomas Buchanan, U.S. Army National Guard   
Mr. Jason Burnside, Defense Senior Leadership Development  
Mr. Matthew J. Calmes, Department of Homeland Security  
Lieutenant Colonel Andrea Lynnette Castillon, U.S. Army National Guard*   
Mr. Brett A. Chianella, Federal Bureau of Investigation  
Lieutenant Colonel Kyle Matthew Clinton, U.S. Air Force  
Lieutenant Colonel Eden Elisabeth Coelho, U.S. Army Reserve  
Lieutenant Colonel Christopher S. Conner, U.S. Marine Corps  
Mr. Michael Francis Cura, Department of Defense  
Colonel Brett A. DeAngelis, U.S. Air Force*  
Lieutenant Colonel Brian T. Donahue, U.S. Army  
Commander Jonathan Edward Dowling, JAGC, U.S. Navy 
Lieutenant Colonel Kevin Hunter Eley, U.S. Air Force*  
Commander Colin A. Eliot, DC, U.S. Navy 
Lieutenant Colonel Jeffrey E. Elliott, U.S. Air Force  
Commander Travis Emge, U.S. Coast Guard  
Lieutenant Commander Matthew Farrell, U.S. Navy  
Colonel David Noel Feltwell, U.S. Army  
Captain Ronald Shannon Flanders, U.S. Navy  
Lieutenant Colonel Joshua A. Fogle, U.S. Air National Guard*  
Mr. Anthony John Fonash, Defense Contract Management Agency  
Lieutenant Colonel Bree Fram, transferring to U.S. Space Force * 
Colonel Richard D. Frank, U.S. Army  
Commander Erika C. Gehlen, JAGC, U.S. Navy 
Lieutenant Colonel Christopher A. Gentry, U.S. Air National Guard  
Lieutenant Colonel Paul Julien Goguen, U.S. Marine Corps  
Dr. Alexia Leontyne Gordon, Defense Senior Leadership Development  



Commander Thomas R. Goudreau, U.S. Navy*  
Lieutenant Colonel Ryan Graf, U.S. Air Force  
Lieutenant Colonel Matthias E. Greene, U.S. Army National Guard   
Colonel Sean Gordon Gysen, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Colonel Jared Brandon Harty, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Colonel Thomas J. Heller, U.S. Marine Corps  
Colonel Brian R. Helton, U.S. Air Force  
Commander Jared E. Henderson, U.S. Navy  
Ms. Macy Y. Henderson, Naval Criminal Investigative Service  
Mr. James Edward Horner, Department of State  
Commander James D. Hostetler, U.S. Navy†  
Captain Cory R. Howes, U.S. Navy*  
Lieutenant Colonel Jeremie S. Huot, U.S. Air National Guard  
Lieutenant Colonel Micah R. Hutchins, U.S. Army  
Mr. David Kimball Hyde, Defense Senior Leadership Development  
Colonel Frederick C. Jackson, U.S. Army*  
Commander Samuel H. Jarvis, MSC, U.S. Navy 
Commander Jessica F. Jenkins, U.S. Navy  
Colonel Benjamin G. Johnson, U.S. Army  
Commander Robert W. Johnston, U.S. Navy  
Ms. Jamie L. Jones, Naval Sea Systems Command  
Colonel Jim D. Keirsey, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Colonel Thomas William Kershul, U.S. Marine Corps†  
Mr. Cheyenne D. Kiel, Defense Intelligence Agency  
Mr. Christopher Kona, Naval Sea Systems Command†  
Colonel Michael T. Kosuda, U.S. Army*  
Colonel J. Brian Lanier, U.S. Army*  
Mr. Thaddeus Clipp Law, Department of State†  
Lieutenant Colonel Colby B. Leathers, U.S. Air Force Reserve  
Commander Mark Thomas Lickteig, U.S. Navy  
Lieutenant Colonel Michelle Macander, U.S. Marine Corps†  
Commander Peter T. Marion, U.S. Navy  
Colonel Alina C. Martinez, U.S. Army  
Commander Nathan Clinton Matson, U.S. Navy*  
Lieutenant Colonel Timothy Vincent Matthews, U.S. Marine Corps Reserve*  
Colonel Patrick M. McCarthy, Jr., U.S. Army  
Commander Melissa A. McCaslin, U.S. Navy  
Lieutenant Colonel Robb T. McDonald, U.S. Marine Corps  
Commander Michael J. McInerney, U.S. Navy  
Lieutenant Colonel Daniel P. McVay, U.S. Air Force*  
Lieutenant Colonel E. A. Meador, U.S. Marine Corps  
Commander Nathan P. Melicharek, U.S. Navy  



Colonel Samuel R. Miller, U.S. Army  
Colonel Matthew John Moakler, U.S. Army†  
Mr. Jose Luis Moreno, Department of State  
Commander Scott J. Morey, U.S. Navy  
Colonel Samuel W. Morgan III, U.S. Army  
Colonel Justin W. Morrison, U.S. Air Force  
Colonel Ryan Jennings Nash, U.S. Air Force  
Ms. Sarah A. Nelson, Department of State  
Captain Mark A. Nicholson, U.S. Navy†  
Colonel Jason D. Oberton, U.S. Army National Guard 
Colonel Shawn Michael O’Brien, U.S. Army  
Mr. Jeffrey Mitchell Orschel, Central Intelligence Agency  
Colonel David L. Ozmen, U.S. Air Force Reserve  
Lieutenant Colonel Charles E. Parker, Jr., U.S. Marine Corps  
Colonel Fredrick B. Parker, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Colonel James A. Pate, U.S. Air Force*  
Colonel Bridgette L. Payton, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Colonel Michael A. Porcelli, U.S. Army  
Commander Jonathan P. Puglia, U.S. Navy  
Mr. James M. Regan, Military Sealift Command  
Lieutenant Colonel James B. Reid, U.S. Marine Corps*  
Lieutenant Colonel Jeffrey J. Rivers, U.S. Air Force  
Lieutenant Colonel Suzanne Rodriguez, U.S. Army Reserve  
Commander Dawn C. Roe, CEC, U.S. Navy 
Lieutenant Colonel Rebecca F. Russo, U.S. Air Force*  
Lieutenant Colonel Russell W. Savatt, U.S. Marine Corps  
Commander Michele Lynn Schallip, U.S. Coast Guard*  
Colonel Richard B. Schermer, U.S. Air Force  
Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin R. Scheutzow, U.S. Air Force  
Lieutenant Colonel Andrew T. Schofield, U.S. Air Force†  
Commander Nathan Andrew Scott, U.S. Navy  
Lieutenant Colonel Christopher M. Siekman, U.S. Marine Corps  
Colonel Crayton Simmons, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Colonel David James Smith, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Colonel James A. Smith, U.S. Army Reserve  
Colonel Richard J. Sonnenfeld, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Colonel William R. Soucie, U.S. Marine Corps  
Mr. Daniel Scott Stempniak, Defense Senior Leadership Development  
Colonel Richard Strong, U.S. Army  
Mr. Richard E. Swart III, Department of State  
Colonel Meghan Szwarc, U.S. Air Force  
Colonel John Tiedeman, U.S. Army  



Commander Matthew E. Todd, U.S. Navy*  
Lieutenant Colonel Ernest Scott Tomasi, U.S. Air National Guard  
Mr. Richard A. Troendle, Department of the Army  
Lieutenant Colonel Richard Eugene Tuggle, U.S. Army Reserve  
Commander John C. Van Dyke, CHC, U.S. Navy 
Ms. Stacey René Vande Linde, Department of the Army  
Commander Joshua D. Weiss, U.S. Navy  
Lieutenant Colonel Scott D. Welborn, U.S. Marine Corps  
Ms. Mary E. Westlake, Naval Sea Systems Command  
Lieutenant Colonel Ryan Matthew Wick, U.S. Air Force*  
Lieutenant Colonel Nathan A. Wilder, U.S. Army National Guard   
Mr. Marc H. Williams, Department of State  
Ms. Michele K. Wolfe, Defense Senior Leadership Development*

NAVAL STAFF COLLEGE

Lieutenant Commander Silvan Boni, Albanian Naval Force
Commander Nayeem Hassan, Bangladesh Navy
Lieutenant Commander Ryan Richard Alleyne, Barbados Defence Force
Commander Leonardo dos Santos Palmeira, Marinha do Brasil
Lieutenant Plamen Veselinov Vasilev, Bulgarian Naval Forces
Captain Catherine Mbappe Mbome, Cameroon Army
Lieutenant Commander Jorge Hernán Gómez Uribe, Colombian Navy
Lieutenant Fofana Siriki Ben Soalio, Côte d’Ivoire Marine Nationale
Lieutenant Commander Grgo Kero, Croatian Navy
Lieutenant Commander Magnus Krogsgaard, Royal Danish Navy
Commander Kerlin Rafael González Abreu, Dominican Republic Navy
Commander Ahmed Mohammed Hafez Afandi Amen Helmy, Egyptian Navy
Commander Oscar Orlando Zúniga Cativo, Navy of El Salvador
Lieutenant Commander Toomas Auväärt, Estonian Navy
Lieutenant Commander Saviour Dela Kwabla Gblorkpor, Ghana Navy
Lieutenant Commander Suraj Aiyappa, Indian Navy
Commandant (Junior Grade) Kundan Singh, Indian Coast Guard
Lieutenant Commander Mochammad Rachmad Firdaus, Indonesian Navy 
Lieutenant Commander Ohad Bar, Israel Naval Force
Lieutenant Commander Leonard Aldon Wynter, Jamaica Defence Force  
 Coast Guard
Lieutenant Commander Keisuke Ueda, Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force
Major Emad Hashem Abdallah Alzweri, Jordanian Armed Forces (Army)
Lieutenant Colonel Mohammad Ratib Mohammad Obeidat, Jordanian   
 Armed Forces (Army)
Major Lepore Kirorei, Kenya Navy
Lieutenant Commander Sungmo Koo, Republic of Korea Navy
Commander Junior Grade Mārtiņš Cīrulis, Latvian Navy



Lieutenant Commander Rimantas Preimantas, Lithuanian Naval Force
Major Ali Niyaz Abdul Majeed, Maldivian Coast Guard
Inspector of Police Vishal Cassy, Mauritius Coast Guard
Commander Jorge Ramírez Escutia, Armada de México
Lieutenant Colonel Efros Adrian, Moldovan National Army
Lieutenant Commander Blažo Gašić, Montenegrin Navy
Lieutenant Commander Willem Hendrik Talma, Royal Netherlands Navy
Lieutenant Commander Samuel Oyintarela Fiyai, Nigerian Navy*
Commander Stian Sandløkk, Royal Norwegian Navy
Lieutenant Commander Syed Kazim Hasan Bukhari, Pakistan Navy
Lieutenant Commander Jesus Jericson C. Miranda, Philippine Navy
Lieutenant Łukasz Stanisław Zarychta, Polish Navy
Lieutenant Commander Catalin Harabagiu, Romanian Navy
Lieutenant Commander Ralphie Ragguette, St. Vincent and the Grenadines  
 Coast Guard 
Lieutenant Commander Zaied Mohammed N. Alkathery, Royal Saudi   
 Naval Forces
Major Faisal Bin Turki Bin Abdulaziz Bin Faisal Alsaud, Royal Saudi   
 Air Force
Lieutenant Casemir Ndigue Faye, Senegalese Navy
Lieutenant Commander Emmanuel Manga Kailie, Sierra Leone Navy
Lieutenant Dejan Lenič, Slovenian Navy
Lieutenant Commander Hung-Ruei Chen, Taiwanese Navy
Major Hamis Pascal Mackona, Tanzanian Navy
Lieutenant Commander Poomtam Junjuajarn, Royal Thai Navy
Lieutenant Afanvi Lonlonyon, Togolese Navy
Lieutenant Commander Walid Messaoud, Tunisian Navy
Lieutenant Commander Artem Matviienko, Ukrainian Navy
Lieutenant Colonel Naser Ali Abdulla Alqadi Alshehhi, United Arab  
 Emirates Navy
Lieutenant Commander Nicholas Carr, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Robert Dalton, U.S. Navy
Major Jeremiah Davis, U.S. Marine Corps
Major William Graeff, U.S. Air Force*
Major Emily Tucker, U.S. Army
Lieutenant Alejandro Baron Peralta, Uruguayan Navy

COLLEGE OF NAVAL COMMAND AND STAFF 

Major Daniel Lee Alberts, U.S. Army  
Major Sean Allen, U.S. Air Force  
Lieutenant Commander Tamara Ann Alvarado, U.S. Navy  
Major Ryan C. Anness, U.S. Marine Corps  
Lieutenant Commander William Landon Arnest, U.S. Navy  



Major James R. Arnold III, U.S. Marine Corps†  
Major David MacGregor Babcock, U.S. Army Reserve*   
Mr. Michael E. Barcroft, National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency  
Major Christopher M. Beckett, U.S. Air Force  
Lieutenant Commander Matthew S. Bellington, SC, U.S. Navy 
Lieutenant Commander Marco Benitez, U.S. Navy  
Major Nathaniel Bishop, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Commander Richard J. Bly, MSC, U.S. Navy* 
Major John Merle Bowser, U.S. Army*  
Lieutenant Commander Warren L. Brookes, Jr., JAGC, U.S. Navy* 
Major Zachary Brown, U.S. Army  
Major Adam Milton Bunker, U.S. Air Force  
Major Joseph E. Bush, U.S. Marine Corps Reserve*  
Mr. Keith Caniano, Defense Intelligence Agency†  
Major William E. Capps, Jr., U.S. Army  
Major Kyle R. Carraher, U.S. Air National Guard  
Major Charlee R. Carroll, U.S. Army  
Mr. Albert Y. Chin, Defense Contract Management Agency  
Lieutenant Commander Leslie R. Clark II, SC, U.S. Navy 
Major Jonathan L. Clason, U.S. Air Force  
Ms. Heather L. Coble, Department of State  
Major Nicholas J. Cochran, U.S. Army*  
Major Christopher Gabriel Cole, U.S. Marine Corps  
Commander Jason W. Connors, JAGC, U.S. Navy 
Major Daniel Conway, U.S. Army  
Commander Austin W. Coovert, U.S. Navy*  
Major Tina N. Cordova, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Commander Sergio J. Coronel, Jr., MSC, U.S. Navy 
Major Leonel A. Correa, Jr., U.S. Army  
Major Matthew James Crowson, U.S. Army  
Major Michael Cuddy, U.S. Army  
Major Brandon Lee Davidson, U.S. Marine Corps Reserve  
Lieutenant Commander Ryan S. Decker, U.S. Navy  
Major Matthew D. Deffenbaugh, U.S. Marine Corps*  
Major Daniel K. DeRusha, U.S. Air Force†  
Major Adam Distel, U.S. Army*  
Major Peter Dobbins, U.S. Air Force  
Major Michael Dommer, U.S. Air Force*  
Major Joseph D. Dreager, U.S. Marine Corps  
Major Paul Francis Dwyer, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Commander Nicholas W. Eighmy, NC, U.S. Navy 
Mrs. Stacey M. Ellingsen, Central Intelligence Agency  
Commander Carl Anthony Ellsworth, Jr., U.S. Navy  



Lieutenant Commander Kevin Anthony Fine, U.S. Navy  
Lieutenant Commander Andrew M. Francis, CHC, U.S. Navy 
Mr. Bryce G. Frederick, Department of State  
Major Robert I. Frost, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Commander Philip Galindo, U.S. Navy*  
Lieutenant Taylor Ioane Coss Gazeley, U.S. Navy  
Major Andrew M. Gendron, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Commander Adriana M. Gibson, U.S. Navy  
Mr. Victor G. Gilroy, Jr., U.S. Special Operations Command  
Major Jonathan Garrett Gokey, U.S. Air Force*  
Major Nathan J. Green, U.S. Marine Corps  
Major Charles M. Greene, U.S. Army  
Major Austin A. Gruber, U.S. Air Force†  
Major Ryan Kay Hampshire, U.S. Army National Guard  
Lieutenant Commander Cory Jon Hanson, U.S. Navy  
Major Michael John Harper, U.S. Marine Corps†  
Lieutenant Commander Jason D. Helsabeck, U.S. Coast Guard  
Major Wesley Henderson, U.S. Army  
Ms. Emily M. Hester, Naval Sea Systems Command  
Lieutenant Commander Kevin Q. Hoang, MSC, U.S. Navy 
Major Seth W. Hultin, U.S. Air Force*  
Major Daniel Robert Jamerson, U.S. Air Force  
Major Calischaran G. James, U.S. Marine Corps  
Major Monica Christine Jimenez, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant David I. Johnson, U.S. Navy  
Mr. David Maxwell Jones, Naval Sea Systems Command*  
Lieutenant Commander Douglas Jameson Jones, U.S. Navy*  
Lieutenant Commander Phillip C. Jones, SC, U.S. Navy 
Major Ryan A. Jones, U.S. Army  
Ms. Margaret Thomsen Katsumi, Department of State  
Major Daniel Katzman, U.S. Marine Corps†  
Major Bradley F. Klusman, U.S. Army  
Major Christopher J. Koschnitzky, U.S. Army * 
Major Steven James Krysevig, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Commander Brownie J. Kuk, U.S. Coast Guard  
Major Gregory Lambert, U.S. Army   
Mr. Kevin Kar-Shing Lau, Maritime Administration  
Lieutenant Commander Adam R. Lausch, U.S. Navy  
Major James Earl Lavender III, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Commander Robert G. LeClerc, U.S. Navy  
Ms. Carmen A. Lewis, Department of the Army  
Lieutenant Commander Zachary J. Lunney, U.S. Navy  
Major Andrew MacKenzie, U.S. Army  



Major Nicholas D. Magill, U.S. Army  
Major Patrick Andrew Maloney, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant James Wyatt Mannier, U.S. Navy  
Major Bruce C. Martin, U.S. Army  
Major Daniel Jay Martin, U.S. Air Force  
Major Tyler Webster Martin, U.S. Air Force*  
Major Ryan M. Mazur, U.S. Army   
Lieutenant Commander Duncan Andrew McColl, U.S. Navy*  
Major Michael B. McCown, U.S. Army  
Major Adam L. McKillop, U.S. Marine Corps  
Major Joseph J. Mellone, U.S. Air Force†  
Lieutenant Commander Justin G. Melquist, U.S. Navy  
Major Dana Merrill, Jr., U.S. Air Force  
Lieutenant Andrew S. Micula, U.S. Navy  
Mr. Shamar P. Mitchell, Department of State  
Lieutenant Commander Kena K. Montgomery, CEC, U.S. Navy* 
Major Thomas W. Morrow, U.S. Marine Corps  
Major Steven E. Murphy, U.S. Army  
Ms. Jennifer E. Murray, Federal Bureau of Investigation  
Major Shahin Michael Namazi, U.S. Air Force  
Ms. Kelly Renee’ Nelson, Department of the Army  
Lieutenant Commander Stephen M. Nichol, U.S. Navy  
Major Robert J. Noxon, U.S. Marine Corps  
Major Patrick K. O’Connor, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Commander Westley B. Olson, U.S. Navy  
Major Derek M. Pagan, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Commander Joseph Edward Palchak, U.S. Navy  
Lieutenant Commander Mindy L. Paturzzio, MSC, U.S. Navy*
Major Joseph R. Pierce, U.S. Air Force*  
Lieutenant Patrick Roy Tuazon Pizzaro, U.S. Navy  
Lieutenant Commander Hunter Pomeroy, U.S. Navy  
Major Margaret S. Rawls, U.S. Air Force*  
Lieutenant Commander Grant Howard Regelin, U.S. Navy  
Major Christopher S. Reid, U.S. Army  
Major Justin Lee Richard, U.S. Army  
Major Luke Anthony Rodina, U.S. Marine Corps  
Major Anthony N. Rodriguez, U.S. Air Force  
Major Oscar J. Sanchez, U.S. Marine Corps  
Lieutenant Commander Cassandra L. Schreiber, U.S. Navy  
Major Zachary J. Scott, U.S. Air Force  
Major Brian A. Seymour, U.S. Air Force†  
Lieutenant Commander Michael P. Shaughnessy, U.S. Navy  
Major Richard R. Shaw, U.S. Army  



Lieutenant Commander James E. Sheets, U.S. Navy*  
Major Ian D. Sheffield, U.S. Army  
Major Julie A. Shelley, U.S. Army National Guard  
Major Andrew Earl Singleton, transferring to U.S. Space Force*  
Major Brent A. Smith, U.S. Air Force  
Lieutenant Commander Damien H. Smith, U.S. Navy  
Lieutenant Commander Dustin T. Smith, U.S. Navy  
Lieutenant Commander Lynnwood C. Smith, U.S. Navy  
Major Garrett Evan Sobalvarro, U.S. Army Reserve†   
Lieutenant Commander Stephen Somuah, Jr., U.S. Navy  
Major Brian P. Spillane, U.S. Marine Corps  
Commander Christopher B. Stone, U.S. Navy  
Lieutenant Commander Michael G. Strittmatter, U.S. Navy  
Major Christopher Eric Stutzman, U.S. Army  
Major Joshua E. Swann, U.S. Air Force  
Lieutenant Commander Todd R. Talstein, U.S. Navy  
Lieutenant Commander Christopher M. Taylor, U.S. Navy  
Lieutenant Commander Nicole Michele Tesoniero, U.S. Coast Guard  
Major Ricky L. Tessaro, U.S. Army  
Lieutenant Andrew Thompson, U.S. Navy  
Lieutenant Commander Tracy M. Thompson, SC, U.S. Navy 
Lieutenant Commander John D. Tomlin, U.S. Coast Guard  
Mr. Nathan B. Trent, Department of State*  
Mr. Christopher Trivino, Department of Homeland Security  
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Lieutenant Commander Vincent J. Linley, SC, U.S. Navy
Captain David J. Liu, U.S. Marine Corps
Major Richard M. Lofthouse, Jr., U.S. Army*
Lieutenant Claire L. Longabaugh, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Eric E. Longabaugh, U.S. Navy
Captain Barry B. Loseke, U.S. Marine Corps*
Lieutenant Cardavian J. Lowery, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Kevin D. Lutz, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Derrick W. Majors, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Jeremy Maldonadodelrio, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Nathaniel J. Males, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Harvey D. Manley III, U.S. Navy



Major Logan Marcucci, U.S. Air Force
Major Timothy J. Marczewski, U.S. Army
Major Kyle E. Martin, U.S. Army
Lieutenant Ashleigh G. Martz, U.S. Navy†
Captain Mark E. Mayor, U.S. Army†
Lieutenant Keegan McAllister, U.S. Navy
Major Ashley R. McCabe, U.S. Marine Corps
Major Sean S. McCune, U.S. Army
Lieutenant Mark McGuire, U.S. Navy
Major Eric J. McHenry, U.S. Marine Corps
Lieutenant Commander Meredith A. McKaig, U.S. Navy
Captain Joshua K. McMillion, U.S. Army*
Lieutenant Commander Tyonna N. McPherson, U.S. Navy
Major Jeffrey J. Medeiros, U.S. Marine Corps
Lieutenant Commander Kevan M. Mellendick, MSC, U.S. Navy*
Lieutenant Commander Sean P. Mercier, SC, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Anthony F. Meyer, SC, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Talaave K. Meyers, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Ashton T. Miller, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander David J. Miller, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant James D. Miller, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Jessica M. Mills, U.S. Navy*
Lieutenant Jeffrey C. Mitchell, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Matthew K. Mitchelmore, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Michelle L. Moeller, U.S. Navy
Captain Melanie J. Molano, U.S. Marine Corps†
Lieutenant Thomas I. Moore, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Mabi Morgan, SC, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Christopher R. Mortenson, U.S. Navy
Major Shawntria M. Mosley, U.S. Army
Lieutenant Cory R. Mowbray, U.S. Navy*
Lieutenant Joshua A. Mulanax, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant James D. Mulski, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Charles E. Murman, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Connor T. Murphy, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Eric M. Myers, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Matthew M. Nechak, SC, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Martin K. Nganga, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Natasha K. Niemann, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Christopher R. Norine, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Christopher T. Norman, SC, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Elizabeth R. Norrell, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Michael J. Nugent, U.S. Navy



Lieutenant Commander Jonathan M. Okonak, SC, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Alex J. O’Konski, U.S. Navy*
Major Liam O’Lone, U.S. Marine Corps
Lieutenant Ryan P. O’Neil, MSC, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander John P. Orr, CEC, U.S. Navy*
Lieutenant Commander Bryan H. Ortiz, SC, U.S. Navy
Major Stephen E. Otis, U.S. Marine Corps
Lieutenant Brian S. Pajarillo, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Michael R. Park, SC, U.S. Navy
Major Jacob W. Partridge, U.S. Army
Lieutenant Commander Allison K. Pelosi, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Jordan T. Penland, U.S. Navy
Captain Alex J. Pfannenstiel, U.S. Marine Corps†
Captain John J. Pfiester, U.S. Army
Lieutenant Darry Pilkington, U.S. Navy
Captain Alexander M. Pincus, U.S. Marine Corps
Lieutenant Larry J. Pineda, U.S. Navy
Major Christopher S. Pinkerton, U.S. Army Reserve
Lieutenant Kenneth J. Pittner, U.S. Navy
Major Barbara J. Plotkin, U.S. Army
Lieutenant Daniel B. Pulliam, CEC, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Luuthuy K. Quan, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Brett L. Rajchel, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Shane R. Ralph, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Christopher Ramiro, U.S. Navy
Captain Chummie S. Recel, U.S. Army*
Major Joshua A. Redmond, U.S. Army
Major Michael R. Reed, U.S. Army
Lieutenant Alexander F. Reese, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Terrel J. Richardson, Jr., U.S. Navy
Major Diego A. Rincon, U.S. Army†
Captain Rebecca J. Riopelle, U.S. Marine Corps
Lieutenant Commander Jared R. Rodriguez, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Cody A. Rogers, U.S. Navy
Major Royah Rogomentick, U.S. Army
Lieutenant Dishan M. Romine, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Gabriel A. Rosa, U.S. Navy
Major Donald R. Rose II, U.S. Army*
Lieutenant Blake A. Rothermel, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Robert D. Routley, SC, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Erick Samayoa, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Waylene R. Sangcap, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Ryan A. Satanek, U.S. Navy



Lieutenant Commander Christopher G. Saxton, U.S. Navy*
Lieutenant Commander Andrew D. Schaaf, U.S. Navy
Major Thomas M. Schindler, U.S. Army
Major Philip R. Schmitz, U.S. Marine Corps
Lieutenant Carl A. Segerstrom, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Daniella P. Sepulveda, U.S. Navy*
Lieutenant Ahmed A. Shamma, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Matthew Q. Sheeler, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Gregory D. Sherman, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Ryan R. Sherwood, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Aaron J. Shinoff, SC, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Kenneth A. Shook, U.S. Navy
Captain Zachariah R. Shutte, U.S. Army
Major Aaron Siebenaller, U.S. Army
Lieutenant Ben W. Silvertooth, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Aaron K. Smith, SC, U.S. Navy
Major Christopher B. Smith, U.S. Army*
Lieutenant Christopher G. Smith II, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Matthew M. Smith, U.S. Navy
Major Neil Smythe, U.S. Army
Captain Douglas J. Snodgrass, U.S. Army
Lieutenant William A. Spekhardt, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Katherine M. Steele, U.S. Navy
Captain Luke D. Stockman, U.S. Marine Corps
Major Nathan B. Stokes, U.S. Marine Corps
Lieutenant James D. Strunk, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Brandon C. Suter, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Branden Tatasciore, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Nathan Thiem, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Thearyna S. Thlang, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Robert J. Thompson, CEC, U.S. Navy†
Lieutenant Xisen Tian, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Justin C. Tinsley, SC, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Jacob J. Torba, U.S. Navy*
Major Gene F. Uhler, Jr., U.S. Army*
Lieutenant Anthony A. Ullman, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Kristin E. Van Boxtel, U.S. Navy*
Lieutenant Commander Justin P. Vanes, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Mark G. Villa, U.S. Navy
Major Alan J. Villanueva, U.S. Army
Lieutenant Joseph Vranich, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Meagan K. Way, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Adam J. Waymouth, U.S. Navy



Lieutenant Commander David B. Welborn, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Austin C. West, U.S. Navy*
Lieutenant Logan T. West, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Jonathan K. Wev, U.S. Navy
Major Larry W. Wigington, U.S. Marine Corps*
Lieutenant Commander Darian J. Wilder, SC, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Elena V. Williams, MSC, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Johnathan L. Williams, U.S. Navy
Major Jake J. Willis, U.S. Army
Lieutenant James C. Wiltshire, U.S. Navy
Major Christopher J. Wimsatt, U.S. Army
Lieutenant Stephen A. Wistner II, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Olivia M. Wittman, U.S. Navy*
Lieutenant Wei Y. Wu, MSC, U.S. Navy*
Lieutenant Commander Josue F. Yanez, U.S. Navy
Major Bo K. Yang, U.S. Marine Corps
Major Christopher T. Yankow, U.S. Army†
Major Rene V. Ybarra, U.S. Army
Lieutenant Daniel Y. Ye, U.S. Navy
Major Canyon C. Yeamans, U.S. Army
Captain David Yi, U.S. Army
Lieutenant Brian Yoo, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Michael T. Zamudio, SC, U.S. Navy
Captain Devon Zillmer, U.S. Army*
Lieutenant Commander William N. Zinicola-Lapin, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Mark A. Zirion, U.S. Navy
Major Joseph A. Zukowski, U.S. Marine Corps†



STUDENT AWARDS



NAVY LEAGUE AWARDS RECOGNIZING THE PRESIDENT’S   
 HONOR GRADUATES

Stephen B. Luce Award

Captain Sachin Dhir, Indian Navy, NCC June 2021

William S. Sims Award

Major Michael John Harper, U.S. Marine Corps, CNCS June 2021 

RADM JOSEPH C. STRASSER NCC INTERNATIONAL  
 LEADERSHIP PRIZE 

Commander Matti Benari, Israel Navy, NCC June 2021

RADM JOSEPH C. STRASSER NSC INTERNATIONAL  
 LEADERSHIP PRIZE 

Lieutenant Commander Willem Hendrik Talma, Royal Netherlands 
Navy, NSC June 2021

THE VICE ADMIRAL JOHN T. HAYWARD AWARD  
 FOR OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IN  
 CORRESPONDENCE EDUCATION 

Lieutenant Justin K. Chock, U.S. Navy, CDE June 2021

MCGINNIS FAMILY AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE  
 IN NONRESIDENT SEMINAR EDUCATION 

Lieutenant Commander Joseph P. Horton, JAGC, U.S. Navy, CDE June 2021

RICHARD COLBERT EMBED OF THE YEAR AWARD 

Colonel Matthew R. Altman, U.S. Air Force, NCC June 2021 

DIANE M. DISNEY WRITING AWARD 

Lieutenant Colonel Andrea Lynnette Castillon, U.S. Army National 
Guard, CNW June 2021

Captain Sachin Dhir, Indian Navy, NCC June 2021

Major Austin A. Gruber, U.S. Air Force, CNCS June 2021

DRS. DANIEL AND SUSAN THYS PRIZE FOR  
 ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE BY A U.S. NAVY OFFICER

Captain Mark A. Nicholson, U.S. Navy, CNW June 2021



CAPTAIN JAMES T. LARKIN, U.S. MARINE CORPS, AWARD FOR  
 ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE BY A U.S. MARINE CORPS OFFICER

Major Michael John Harper, U.S. Marine Corps, CNCS June 2021

EDWARD H. BRAGG AWARD FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE BY A  
 U.S. COAST GUARD OFFICER

Lieutenant Commander Jason D. Helsabeck, U.S. Coast Guard, CNCS 
June 2021

ADMIRAL ARLEIGH A. BURKE AWARD FOR ACADEMIC  
 EXCELLENCE BY AN INTERNATIONAL OFFICER

Captain Sachin Dhir, Indian Navy, NCC June 2021 

ADMIRAL IKE KIDD NAVAL INTELLIGENCE FOUNDATION AWARD

Mr. Keith Caniano, Defense Intelligence Agency, CNCS June 2021

MATTHEW C. PERRY AWARD FOR INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH 

First Place 

Commander James D. Hostetler, U.S. Navy, CNW June 2021, “Missing the 
Mark: The U.S.-Indonesia Relationship”

Second Place 

Commander Francisco José Castañeda Angulo, Armada República de 
Colombia, NCC June 2021, “Liberal Regionalism: Colombia-U.S. Balanced 
Strategy in the Greater Caribbean”

Honorable Mention 

Captain Mark A. Nicholson, U.S. Navy, CNW June 2021, “Sang Kancil 
and the Eagle: Cultivating Malaysia’s Defense Capabilities” 

GENERAL GEORGE C. KENNEY AWARD FOR WRITING ON THE   
 TOPIC OF AIRPOWER 

First Place 

Colonel Brett A. DeAngelis, U.S. Air Force, CNW June 2021, “B-25 Gun-
ships in the Pacific: Lessons in Innovation, Risk, and Failure”

Honorable Mention 

Colonel Matthew R. Altman, U.S. Air Force, NCC June 2021, “Leveraging 
Vietnam to Enable Agile Combat Employment Options in the South China Sea”



THE HONORABLE JULIETTE C. MCLENNAN ESSAY PRIZE FOR   
 WOMEN, PEACE, AND SECURITY 

First Place 

Miss Deanna C. Segall, U.S. Congress, CDE, “China’s #MeToo Movement: 
Implications for International Security and Global Human Rights”

LIEUTENANT MICHAEL P. MURPHY COUNTER- 
 TERRORISM PRIZE 

First Place (U.S. Student Category) 

Major Frank Walker, U.S. Marine Corps, CNCS June 2021, “The Targeting 
of U.S. Military Families by Foreign Governments”

First Place (International Student Category) 

Lieutenant Commander Suraj Aiyappa, Indian Navy, NSC June 2021, 
“Combatting Maritime Terrorism: Evolving Deterrence and Threat Re-
sponse Using Unmanned Systems”

FOREIGN AREA OFFICER ASSOCIATION AWARD FOR  
 EXCELLENCE IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS  

SLC First Place

Commander Jean Pierre Lamane Tine, Senegalese Navy, NCC June 2021, 
“China’s Peacekeepers: Assessing the Opportunities and Challenges for Africa”

SLC Honorable Mention

Captain Sachin Dhir, Indian Navy, NCC June 2021, “Balance of Power in 
Asia: China Haunts It, Small Nations Fear It, India Can Fix It” 

ILC First Place 

Major Daniel K. DeRusha, U.S. Air Force, CNCS June 2021, “A New Arc-
tic Security Council: Why the Arctic Needs a Security Cooperation Forum”

ILC Honorable Mention 

Major Adam L. McKillop, U.S. Marine Corps, CNCS June 2021, “Who’s 
in Charge Here?: Adjusting the Roles of U.S. Strategy in Europe to Counter 
Transnational Threats”



JOHN J. D’LUHY PRIZE TO HONOR EXCELLENCE IN STRATEGIC  
 ANALYSIS AND THOUGHT

First Prize

Mr. Keith Caniano, Defense Intelligence Agency, CNCS June 2021,  
“Emotion, Chance, and the Culminating Point of Victory”

Honorable Mention

Commander James D. Hostetler, U.S. Navy, CNW June 2021, “The Weak-
ness of Authoritarian Regimes in Protracted Great-Power Competitions”

VICE ADMIRAL JAMES H. DOYLE, JR., MILITARY OPERATIONS   
 AND INTERNATIONAL LAW PRIZE  

First Place (U.S. Student Category) 

Commander Travis Emge, U.S. Coast Guard, CNW June 2021, “Counter-
ing Flags of Convenience to Strengthen Sanctions Enforcement”

CAPTAIN WALTER B. WOODSON, JR., ACADEMIC  
 MEMORIAL PRIZE

First Prize

Commander Stian Sandløkk, Royal Norwegian Navy, NSC June 2021, 
“Germany Won a Quick Victory over France in 1940. Why Did Germany 
Fail to Win a Quick Victory over Great Britain and the Soviet Union?”

Honorable Mention

Lieutenant Commander Ralphie Ragguette, St. Vincent and the Grena-
dines Coast Guard, NSC June 2021, “Did the United States Win the Pacific 
War Because It Was Obsessed with Winning Decisive Naval Battles?”

Honorable Mention 

Lieutenant Commander Artem Matviienko, Ukrainian Navy, NSC June 
2021, “Which Contributed More to the Anglo-American Victory over the 
German Armed Forces between 1942 and 1945—the Allies’ Superior Ap-
plication of Force or the Errors of German Leaders?”

MR. B. FRANKLIN REINAUER II DEFENSE ECONOMICS PRIZE 

First Place 

Lieutenant Colonel Peter Olaf Gustafson, U.S. Army National Guard, 
CNW March 2021, “U.S.-India Trade: A Counter to Chinese Dominance in 
the South China Sea”



J. WILLIAM MIDDENDORF II AWARD FOR  
 STUDENT RESEARCH 

First Place (Classified) 

Major Adam Milton Bunker, U.S. Air Force, CNCS June 2021, “Defense 
Against UASs”

Honorable Mention 

Major James R. Arnold III, U.S. Marine Corps, CNCS June 2021, “Match-
ing Strike Dice Rolls to the Chinese Calculus”

Honorable Mention (Classified) 

Lieutenant Commander John M. Leeds, U.S. Navy, CNCS March 2020, 
“Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance Force 2040”

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE FOUNDATION AWARD 

First Place 

Lieutenant Commander William Landon Arnest, U.S. Navy, CNCS June 
2021, “Beyond the First Salvo: Operational Considerations for Expedition-
ary Repair in the 21st Century”

LTGEN VICTOR “BRUTE” KRULAK WRITING AWARD SPONSORED  
 BY THE MARINE CORPS ASSOCIATION FOUNDATION 

First Place 

Major Daniel Katzman, U.S. Marine Corps, CNCS June 2021, “Evaluating 
the Logistical Supportability of Expeditionary Advanced Base Operations”

Honorable Mention 

Major Brian P. Spillane, U.S. Marine Corps, CNCS June 2021, “What Can 
the Marine Corps Learn about EABO from the Battle of Wake Island?”

AFCEA RESEARCH HONOR AWARD

First Place (Communications, Electronics, Command and  
Control, Information Systems Category) 

Lieutenant Commander Muhammad Furqan, U.S. Navy, CNCS, “U.S. 
Military Command Organization and the Red Sea”



Honorable Mention (Communications, Electronics, Command 
and Control, Information Systems Category)

Major Joseph E. Bush, U.S. Marine Corps Reserve, CNCS June 2021,  
“Cyberspace for the Operational Artist”

NAVAL SUBMARINE LEAGUE AWARD 

First Place 

Major Garrett Evan Sobalvarro, U.S. Army Reserve, CNCS June 2021, 
“Cross-Domain Effects: German Unrestricted Warfare in WWI”

Honorable Mention 

Lieutenant Commander Nathan Andrew Greenwood, U.S. Navy, CDE, 
“A Strategic Analysis of Germany’s 1917 Unrestricted Submarine Warfare 
Campaign”

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE SURFACE NAVY ASSOCIATION AWARD 

First Place 

Major Brent A. Smith, U.S. Air Force, CNCS June 2021, “Simplifying the 
Risk Equation: Acceptable Level of Risk in Maritime Planning and Execution”

Honorable Mention 

Major Andrew Earl Singleton, transferring to U.S. Space Force, CNCS 
June 2021, “Threatening Celestial Lines of Communication: A Naval 
Counterspace Concept for Deterring China’s Preemptive Space Strike”

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA AWARD FOR   
 EXCELLENCE IN JOINT SERVICE WARFARE 

ILC First Place 

Lieutenant Commander Colin Andrew Looby, U.S. Navy, CNCS, “A New 
UCP for a Blue Arctic: Why USEUCOM’s AOR Should Cover All of the 
Arctic Ocean”

ILC Honorable Mention 

Major Jonathan L. Clason, U.S. Air Force, CNCS June 2021, “Preparing 
the INDO-PACOM AOR for Adaptive Basing: Logistics & Sustainment” 



CAPTAIN JEROME E. LEVY ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY AND   
 WORLD ORDER PRIZE 

First Place

Mr. Christopher Kona, Naval Sea Systems Command, CNW June 2021, 
“Challenges for United States Oil and Gas Independence”

Honorable Mention

Lieutenant Commander Nicholas Carr, U.S. Navy, NSC June 2021, “A Case 
Against Significant Military Expenditure in the Arctic” 

ROBERT E. BATEMANS’ INTERNATIONAL PRIZE ESSAY AWARD 

First Place 

Captain Sachin Dhir, Indian Navy, NCC June 2021, “Competitive Coexis-
tence: Potential Options for a Realigned U.S. Policy Towards China”

Honorable Mention 

Captain José Antonio Mejía Flores, Armada de México, NCC June 2021,  
“Eyes and Ears in the Sky of the Dark South China Sea: Increasing the Mari-
time Domain Awareness of the Philippines through U.S. Engagement”

Honorable Mention

Commander Doyeop Lee, Republic of Korea Navy, NCC June 2021,  
“The Win-Win Approach to Ensure FON in the Indo-Pacific Region Based 
on Strong ROK-U.S. Alliance” 

NAVAL STAFF COLLEGE INTERNATIONAL ESSAY AWARD

First Place 

Lieutenant Commander Suraj Aiyappa, Indian Navy, NSC June 2021, 
“Countering the Red Dragon’s Hegemony: Reinforcing the Quad 2.0 to 
Ensure a Free, Open, and Inclusive Indo-Pacific”

Honorable Mention

Commander Nayeem Hassan, Bangladesh Navy, NSC June 2021, “Rethinking 
the U.S. FMS Program in South Asia to Countering PRC Aggression”



Honorable Mention

Major Lepore Kirorei, Kenya Navy, NSC June 2021, “Water Scarcity: A 
National Security Threat for the Nile Basin Countries?”

ADMIRAL RICHARD G. COLBERT MEMORIAL PRIZE 

First Place 

Lieutenant Commander Bria Chambers Gibson, U.S. Navy, CNCS, 
“DSCA: An Old Problem in a New Context”

Honorable Mention

Major Garrett Evan Sobalvarro, U.S. Army Reserve, CNCS June 2021, 
“Undercutting the Strategy: U.S. Troop Withdrawals from Germany and 
Europe” 

ASIA-PACIFIC STUDIES PRIZE

First Place 

Commander Catherine Abigail Burke Reppert, U.S. Navy, CNCS,  
“Climate Change Response as an Emerging Battlespace in the South China 
Sea: Earning Trust and Credibility through HADR Exercises”

Honorable Mention

Lieutenant Samuel Bernard Melick, U.S. Navy, CNCS November 2020, 
“Indo-Pacific Demographic Shifts”

ADMIRAL STOCKDALE MEMORIAL LEADERSHIP AND  
 ETHICS PRIZE

First Place

Lieutenant Commander Warren L. Brookes, Jr., JAGC, U.S. Navy, CNCS 
June 2021, “Quiet Courage: The Ethical Leadership of Ulysses S. Grant”

Honorable Mention

Captain Mark A. Nicholson, U.S. Navy, CNW June 2021, “A Leadership 
Crisis: The U.S. Navy’s Need for Vertical Development”



Honorable Mention

Ms. Michele K. Wolfe, Defense Senior Leadership Development, CNW 
June 2021, “A Case for AI-Human Synergy”

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE NATIONAL STRATEGY  
 ESSAY COMPETITION  

Second Place 

Lieutenant Commander Suraj Aiyappa, Indian Navy, NSC June 2021, 
“Indian Ocean Island Chain: A Potential Indo-U.S. Strategy for Maintaining 
Maritime Superiority in the Indian Ocean Region”



HISTORY OF THE U.S. NAVAL WAR COLLEGE

 Founded in Newport, Rhode Island on October 6, 1884, the U.S. Naval War 
College is the oldest war college in the world. Commodore Stephen B. Luce 
was the first President and organized the War College as a place to study the 
highest aspects of the military profession, defining it as “a place of original 
research on all questions relating to war and to statesmanship connected with 
war, or the prevention of war.” These foundations were built upon by Captain 
Alfred Thayer Mahan, second President of the College, who had originally 
been selected by Luce to initiate the course in Naval History. Of all the men 
who were to influence the institution in its early years, none was to have a more 
profound impact. Mahan’s views deeply affected such leaders as Henry Cabot 
Lodge and Theodore Roosevelt and through them and others helped shape the 
United States’ destiny at the turn of the century. Mahan’s Naval War College 
lectures, published as The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, 1660–1783 
(1890), gained him worldwide acclaim and first established the U.S. Naval War 
College as an internationally respected institution. Other early faculty members 
made pioneering contributions to hallmark areas of enduring interest for the 
College. Among them were Charles Stockton, who drafted the first international 
law code for naval warfare in 1898, and William McCarty Little, who developed 
the art of naval war gaming between 1886 and 1914. 
 Functioning continuously since 1884, except for brief periods during the 
Spanish-American War and World War I, the War College numbers among 
its graduates such distinguished naval officers as Admirals Sims, Spruance, 
King, Nimitz, and Halsey, in addition to many others who today are holding 
prominent positions. 
 The work begun more than one hundred years ago by Luce and Mahan 
continues today. As graduates well know, the curriculum is both demanding 
and rewarding. For the military professional, the unique education provided 
by the Naval War College is unrivaled. In recognition of the academic rigor 
and educational excellence of its program, the U.S. Naval War College has 
been accredited since 1991 by first the Commission on Institutions of Higher 
Education of the New England Association of Schools and Colleges and now 
the New England Commission of Higher Education to award a Master of Arts 
degree in National Security and Strategic Studies. In 2015 this accreditation 
was expanded to award two degrees. Graduating students in the senior level 
course now receive a Master of Arts in National Security and Strategic Studies 
while graduating students in the intermediate course receive a Master of Arts in 
Defense and Strategic Studies.



linkedin.com/school/usnwc

facebook.com/USNWCAlumni

instagram.com/usnwcalumni

alumni@usnwc.edu            (401) 841-6535

myUSNWC.com

Stay connected to your Navy’s Home of Thought 
and your global alumni network with your
U.S. Naval War College Alumni Programs.

ALUMNI

Tag your photos #USNWCALUMNI and share them with us.

Please visit the Naval War College Graduation 2021 web page at 
https://usnwc.edu/Graduation-June-2021 for an electronic version of 
this program and a link to the ceremony video.



The motto of the Naval War College is 

“Victory through Sea Power.” 

The trident rising from the water symbolizes 

mastery of naval activities—its three tines 

are evocative of naval warfare on sea, air, 

and land. The pilot wheel atop the shield 

alludes to the mission of the college—

education in naval warfare. The wheel’s 

eight spokes symbolize honor, duty, 

leadership, command, strategy, tactics, 

logistics, and weapons. The laurel wreath 

represents achievement of the mission.


